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Feline heartworm (FeHW) diagnostic algorithm

†Recommend Heartworm Antigen by ELISA with Heat Treatment.

Antigen negativeAntigen positive

Confirm positive by 
testing with a second 
method†

Antigen by ELISA 
with Heat Treatment: 
Negative 
Antibody by ELISA: 
Negative

Therapy and monitoring according to American Heartworm 
Society guidelines

Next steps
1. CBC, chemistry, and/or other appropriate tests 
2. Thoracic radiographs 
3. Echocardiography

Low index of suspicion 
for heartworm disease

Prophylaxis and 
monitoring according to 
American Heartworm 
Society guidelines

Antigen by ELISA 
with Heat Treatment: 
Negative 
Antibody by ELISA: 
Positive

Antigen by ELISA 
with Heat Treatment: 
Positive 
Antibody by ELISA: 
Positive or Negative

Increased index 
of suspicion for 
heartworm disease

Confirms presence of 
adult heartworms

Confirms presence of 
adult heartworms

Perform Heartworm Antigen by 
ELISA with Heat Treatment and 
Heartworm Antibody by ELISA

Screen with SNAP* Feline Triple* Test, Lab Feline 
Triple* Test (U.S.), or Feline Triple* Screen (Canada)


